Master's Project Advisors
Jack Bland, M.Ed.
Jack Bland has a BA in Journalism with a minor in Cultural Anthropology from San Francisco State University, and an M.Ed. in Educational
Inquiry from Teachers College of San Joaquin. He holds a single subject credential in art and has taught high School photography since 2007.
Before becoming a high school teacher Bland worked as a photojournalist for a mid-size daily newspaper in Central California. He continues to
work on long term documentary photography projects that focus on social issues such as social inequity and generational poverty. Jack’s
interests in action research is primarily focused on re-engaging at-risk students by utilizing visual arts as a means to develop self efficacy and
sense of belonging.
Joel Blomenkamp, Ed.D.
Joel has a BA in Social Science, M.A. in Educational Leadership and an Ed.D. in Instructional Leadership. He holds a single subject credential
and an administrative credential. Joel has professional expertise in establishing and implementing CTE academies and all the implications to
designing and implementing integrated curriculum (CTE and core academic content). His research interests include career academies,
curriculum design and teacher effects on student engagement and achievement. Joel helped design the masters core courses at TCSJ and has
taught at the college from it’s inception.Joel helped design the masters core courses at TCSJ and has taught at the college from it’s inception.
Katie Bomer, M.Ed.
See video for bio.
Hailee Bouthillier, M.Ed.
See video for bio.
Katie Burns, Ed.D.
Katie manages STEM and Environmental Literacy M.Ed. programs for TCSJ. She also serves as a full time faculty member and researcher,
providing program assessment support to the college. Prior to joining TCSJ in 2015, Katie taught middle school for ten years, and also served as a
mathematics coach. Katie earned her Ed.D. in Educational Leadership from University of the Pacific, where her research focused on
communities of practice among teachers in rural schools. She holds a multiple subject credential, a foundational science credential, and earned
her Mathematics Instructional Added Authorization (MIAA) through TCSJ. She has supported masters candidates with projects ranging from
curriculum design, action research, community involvement, and traditional thesis research.
Brad Butcher, Ed.D.
Brad earned a Bachelor's degree in Biology from Santa Clara University. He also holds an M.Ed. from UCLA, an M.S. in Biological Sciences from
the University of the Pacific, as well as an Ed.D. from Pacific. Brad has been teaching high school science since 2001. He began his career in the
LAX area before moving to Stockton in 2003. Brad has a passion for elevating diverse and traditionally underserved student populations through
strong educational practices (especially in science). He has research backgrounds in both the natural and social sciences, with emphasis in
charter schools, PBL, Work-Based Learning, and educational leadership.
Brandy Byers, Ed.D.
Brandy Byers is a veteran educator who has worked as a secondary teacher and school administrator in a variety of K-12 settings (including
online!). She is passionate about innovation and professional learning. She earned her Bachelor's degree from University of California, Santa
Cruz with a double major in Modern Literature and Printmaking. She also attended the Principal's Leadership Institute at University of
California, Los Angeles, where she earned her Master's degree. She went on to complete her doctorate at the University of Oregon in Educational
Leadership.
Karin Compise, Ed.D.
See video for bio.
Tim costello, M.ed.
Tim has a B.A. in political science from Cal State Stanislaus in Political Science and an M.Ed. in Educational Inquiry from Teachers College of
San Joaquin. He holds a clear California Multiple Subject Credential and a Single Subject Credential in Social Sciences (in progress).
Additionally, he is a MERIT20 graduate, Google certified educator and trainer, an Adobe certified educator and several other educational
technology certifications. His passion is educational technology and its integration in the classroom to enhance student learning. Likewise, he is
passionate about coaching and supporting professional development of teachers on their technology integration journey.
Amanda Gomez, M.Ed.
Amanda has a BA in History from UC Davis, and M.Ed in Educational Leadership. She holds Education Specialist credentials for both
Mild/Moderate and Moderate/Severe. Her professional interests and expertise consist of working with students with Emotional Disturbance,
curriculum development, PBLs, technology, and professional development/learning. She has experience researching administrative strategies
and helping TCSJ students hone their research and writing skills.

Andrew griggs, M.Ed.
Andrew has a BS in Food Management and a M.Ed. in Educational Inquiry. He holds a CTE credential and is keenly interested in research
focused on school reform, CTE, personalized learning, and authentic assessment. Andrew has expertise in designing curriculum that integrates
CTE and core academic content, and long term success with increasing students’ reading comprehension using expository text.
Cid Gunston-Parks, Ph.D.
Cid has knowledge and experience in developing language and literacy, developing assessments, conducting research, and analyzing data. She
was a tenured faculty member at the University of Arizona and California State University, Sacramento. Cid has a wealth of experience in
creating curriculum, reading development, and is interested in assisting students at TCSJ with conducting research for their master's projects.
Sheila Harrison, Ed.D.
Dr. Sheila Harrison received her Bachelor’s Degree with a double major in Biology and Physical Education from the University of British
Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., Canada and her Master of Science Degree in Educational Administration from California State University Fullerton.
She earned her Doctorate in Organizational Leadership through the University of La Verne. She has taught science, physical education and
dance at the high school level and has been a high school assistant principal and principal. In addition, she has worked in the role of Assistant
Superintendent of Personnel/Instruction and as an Associate Superintendent of Educational Services and Human Resources. Dr. Harrison also
teaches courses at the collegiate level for students completing Master Degrees as well as Educational Credentials. Specifically, Dr. Harrison
enjoys teaching the Writing a Literature Review and Administration of Human Resources courses. Further, she has taught courses for students
completing Doctor of Education Degrees. Her research interests include K-12 curriculum development, Project Based Learning, Action
Research, Special Education, Social Emotional Learning, Professional Development for teachers and administrators, and STEM topics as well as
traditional thesis projects.
Elizabeth Hensel, M.Ed.
See video for bio.
Tiani Hudgins, M.Ed.
See video for bio.
Damien kennedy, M.Ed.
Damien has a BA in Kinesiology and a M.Ed. in Special Education. He currently holds an Education Specialist credential for Mild/Moderate
students. His professional interests and expertise include working with special education populations, Project Based Learning (PBL), Positive
Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS), mathematics, and transition preparation. Damien’s research interests include under-served student
populations, re-engagement strategies, hands-on learning, and gamification.
Jennifer Lucas, M.Ed.
See video for bio.
Linda Song, m.ed.
Linda has a BA in Political Science and M.Ed. in STEM and is currently pursuing her Ed.D at UOP. She holds a single subject credential in social
studies. Her professional interest and expertise include, curriculum design, STEM, PBL, PBIS, middle school, and Alternative Education.
Linda’s research interest also includes action research, teacher turnover, and distance education.
Yvonne Thornton, m.ed.
Yvonne has a BA in Mathematics and M.Ed. in Educational Leadership. She holds Education Specialist credentials for both Mild/Moderate and
Moderate/Severe. Her professional interests and expertise include working with the ED student population, instructional technology. Yvonne
has research background in social-emotional learning and developing mathematical mindsets in students.
Jackie Villines, M.Ed.
Jackie has a BA is Liberal Studies and M.Ed in Educational Leadership. Her professional interest and expertise include cognitive coaching, peer
coaching, and working with English Language Learners. She is a Certified Project GLAD Consultant (Guided Language Acquisition Design).
Being a K-12 Instructional Coach for her district, some of Jackie's responsibilities are working with new and veteran teachers, providing
professional development, lesson planning, developing resources, modeling strategies, classroom management and a strong belief in reflective
practices. She is proactive and values the growth mindset.
John White, M.a..
See video for bio.
Katie Wipfli, M.A.
Katie has a B.A in Agriculture Sciences and Masters in Agriculture Education from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. She is also in the last year of
clearing her Administrative Credential. Her professional interests and expertise include leadership and student engagement, curriculum
development, improving culture/climate, and professional development. She has experience working with diverse student populations and
providing hands on learning opportunities.

