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TEACHERS COLLEGE OF SAN JOAQUIN GOVERNING BOARD 
TEACHERS COLLEGE OF SAN JOAQUIN / BOARD ROOM 

2721 TRANSWORLD DRIVE / STOCKTON, CA 
March 24, 2026 / 12:00 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES 

PRESENT:  Shaunté Shorter, Chair; Dr. Gary Dei Rossi, Vice-Chair; Dr. Dennis Brennan, 
Trustee; Vernon Gebhardt, Trustee; Anthony Gutierrez, J.D., Trustee; Erin 
Quintana, Trustee; Christine Sisco, Trustee; Carl Toliver, Trustee; Dr. Frederick 
Wentworth, Trustee; Dr. Girlie Hale, Teachers College of San Joaquin (TCSJ), 
President. 

ABSENT: None. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Dr. Troy Brown, Superintendent; Jane Chamberlain, Deputy Superintendent; 
Amy Bettencourt, Suzette Calderone, Dr. Karin Compise, Dr. Danielle Daubin, 
Dr. Myra Gardea-Hernández, Dr. Mitchell Mesimer, Michelle Jones, Sarah Oblin, 
Lisa Reece, J.D., Crysol Salcedo, Debora Sator, Amanda Shores, Judene 
Violante, TCSJ Staff; Salesh Chand, Katrina Kocheri, Kelly Siegel, Rachele Tyler, 
SJCOE Staff; Denise Fung, Recorder.  

I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair Shorter called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. and Vice-Chair Dei Rossi led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

II. COMMENTS: 

None.  

III. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  

Dr. Hale thanked everyone for their attendance and requested that members of the audience 
introduce themselves. To begin her report, Dr. Hale shared TCSJ staff highlights with the 
Board. Sonnette Anderson, Crystal Bates, Erika Bolanos Cruz, Jenn Phillips, and Lisa Reece, 
J.D., were commended for their recent accomplishments. Dr. Hale advised the Board of TCSJ’s 
new hire, Amy Bettencourt, Coordinator of Administrative Services Credentials. Dr. Hale 
reported on campus events that included Teacher Education and Early College High (TEACH!) 
education-based experiences and the TCSJ Grad Fair. Dr. Hale then reported on TCSJ’s 
continuous recruitment efforts. Dr. Hale shared that TCSJ recently presented at two 
conferences; the County Superintendent of Schools Conference and the Curricular and 
Improvement Support Committee Conference. Dr. Hale then reported on community events 
including the Rotary Read-In, the Association of CA County Boards of Education, and the 
Valley Robotics Academy STEAM night. Dr. Hale invited the Board to attend the State of the 
County event hosted by the San Joaquin County Office of Education (SJCOE). Dr. Hale 
highlighted Carmel Portillo and Monika Hernandez in alumni news. To end her report, Dr. Hale 
reported on TCSJ data snapshots; 47 students have been awarded the Golden State Teacher 
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Grant (GSTG) to date and 45% of delinquent student account invoices have been collected 
to date.  

 
IV. ANNUAL ORGANIZATION MEETING: 

1. Election of Officers:  On a motion from Dr. Frederick Wentworth, second by Anthony 
Gutierrez, J.D., the Board approved the following election of officers for the 2026-2027 
academic year as presented: 

  Shaunté Shorter, Board Chair. 
  Dr. Gary Dei Rossi, Board Vice-Chair. 
  Dr. Girlie Hale, Board Secretary. 
 

AYES: Brennan, Dei Rossi, Gebhardt, Gutierrez, Quintana, Shorter, Sisco, Toliver, 
Wentworth. 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

2. Authorized Signers:  On a motion from Carl Toliver, second by Shaunté Shorter, the Board 
approved the authorized signer appointments for the 2026-2027 academic year as 
presented:  

Dr. Girlie Hale, Authorized Signer. 
Jane Chamberlain, Authorized Alternate Signer. 
 
AYES:      Brennan, Dei Rossi, Gebhardt, Gutierrez, Quintana, Shorter, Sisco, Toliver, 

      Wenworth. 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

3. 2026-2027 Regular Board Calendar of Meetings:  On a motion from Carl Toliver, second 
by Dr. Frederick Wentworth, the Board approved the 2026-2027 Governing Board 
Meeting dates as presented:  

September 29, 2026, 12:00 p.m. 
December 15, 2026, 12:00 p.m. 
March 23, 2027, 12:00 p.m. 
June 15, 2027, 12:00 p.m. 

 
AYES: Brennan, Dei Rossi, Gebhardt, Gutierrez, Quintana, Shorter, Sisco, Toliver 

Wenworth. 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
V. ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR ACTION:  

4.  Minutes:  On a motion from Dr. Gary Dei Rossi, second by Dr. Dennis Brennan, the Board 
approved the minutes from the December 16, 2025, meeting with recommended edits. 
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AYES:     Brennan, Dei Rossi, Gebhardt, Gutierrez, Quintana, Shorter, Sisco,  
      Wenworth.  

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN:     Toliver. 

5. 2025-2026 Second Interim Financial Report:  On a motion from Dr. Frederick Wentworth, 
second by Carl Toliver, the Board approved the 2025-2026 Second interim Financial 
Report as presented. 

AYES: Brennan, Dei Rossi, Gebhardt, Gutierrez, Quintana, Shorter, Sisco, Toliver 
Wenworth. 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

6. 2024-2025 Independent Auditor’s Report:  On a motion from Dr. Frederick Wentworth, 
second by Carl Toliver, the Board accepted the 2024-2025 Independent Auditor’s Report 
as presented.   

 
AYES: Brennan, Dei Rossi, Gebhardt, Gutierrez, Quintana, Shorter, Sisco, Toliver 

Wenworth. 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

7.  TCSJ Board Member Recommendations:  On a motion from Anthony Gutierrez, J.D., 
second by Dr. Dennis Brennan, the Board approved the TCSJ Board Member 
recommendations as presented: 

 
 Jessica Escobedo 
 Donald Gatti 
 

AYES: Brennan, Dei Rossi, Gebhardt, Gutierrez, Quintana, Shorter, Sisco, Toliver 
Wenworth. 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

VI.  ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR INFORMATION: 
 
8.  Department Updates: The Board received information regarding the recent activities at 

Teachers College of San Joaquin.  
 
 Program Explorations 
 Dr. Daubin reported the following explorations will be launching in the Fall of 2026: 

Computer Science Supplementary Authorization, Master of Education (M.Ed.) in 
Educational Leadership and School Development bridge program, Environmental Justice, 
LaunchPad, and LaunchPad+. Dr. Daubin then reported the following explorations are still 
in progress: Clear School Nursing Credential; California Teachers of English Learners 
(CTEL), Reading and  
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 Literacy (RLAA), Adaptive Physical Education (APE), and Emotional Disturbed (ED) Added 
Authorizations; School Counselor and Speech Language Pathologist Credential and 
Masters pathways; and Arts Integration Master concentration. 

 
 IMPACT 
 Lisa Reece, J.D., reported on the Spring Professional Development meeting. Reece then 

shared the Launchpad Program for permit teachers will start in July of 2026 and the Pre-
Service online pilot will start in the fall of 2026. Reece reported a special session of the 
Autism Spectrum Disorder Added Authorization will be taking place in the late spring. 
Reece reported on Added Authorizations that are in the planning stages. Reece then 
shared CalTPA results.  

 
 Graduate Studies and Research 
 Dr. Daubin reported on the increased interest in the M.Ed. and Preliminary Administrative 

Services Credential (PASC) Information Sessions. Dr. Daubin shared the Computer Science 
Supplemental Authorization incentive grant was approved. Dr. Daubin reported on 
continued district interest in the PASC program. Dr. Daubin then reported on enrollment 
numbers. 

 
 Residency@TCSJ  
  Dr. Compise reported on enrollment and application numbers. Dr. Compise highlighted 

new grant-funded Local Education Agency (LEA) partners including Mendocino COE, Yuba 
COE, Marysville JUSD, and the North State Teacher Residency Consortium. Dr. Compise 
then provided an update on Teacher Performance Assessment (TPA) results. 

 
9.  Committee Reports:  The Board received updates from attached meeting minutes from 

the recent Academic Affairs, Finance, Audit, and Governance Committee meetings. 
 
10. TCSJ 2025-2030 Strategic Plan:  Dr. Hale reviewed the TCSJ 2025-2030 Strategic Plan                  

with the Board. Dr. Hale encouraged Board Trustees to share their feedback regarding 
the Strategic Plan.  

 
11. Emergency Operations Plan (EOP):  Dr. Hale reviewed a printout with the Board that  
 highlighted TCSJ’s EOP plans. The printout included a QR code that links directly to a 

digital version of TCSJ’s EOP.  
 
12. TCSJ 2026 Governing Board Annual Evaluation Surveys:  Board Trustees completed and  
 submitted the 2026 Trustee Self-Evaluation and Board Evaluation surveys. Survey results 

will be shared at the June 23, 2026 Board meeting.  
 
13. TCSJ 2026 Commencement Update: Denise Fung advised the Board that two 

Commencement ceremonies will be taking place on Saturday, June 6, 2026, due to the 
high number of eligible graduates. The first ceremony will begin at 10:30 a.m. The second 
ceremony will begin at 1:00 p.m. Fung reported that Isaiah Stowers has accepted the role 
of Keynote speaker and will speak at both ceremonies. Fung then reported that she will 
connect with each Board member regarding their availability to participate in the 
ceremonies. 

 






